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(54) Gemstone mounting 



(57) Jewellery articles are assembled by mounting one or more gemstones in a case comprising a first 
member (12) prodded with recesses (14) for receiving the gemstones and a second member (11) which acts as 
a lid for the first. The case is preferably transparent and may be surrounded by a metal decorative surround. 
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QemstQne Mounting 

The present invention relates to an item of jewellery including one 
or more gemstones. 

In many jewellery items, gemstones such as diamonds are mounted 
in a metal clasp or casket and the assembly of such jewellery requires a significant 
amount of manual labour. The disadvantage of this type of mounting is die part 
of the gemstone itself is obscured. Therefore, alternative gemstone mounts in 
which the gemstone is visible from all angles are desirable. 

This desire has been met to some extent by mounting gemstones 
between layers of transparent materials such as plastic but the currently available 
mounts of this type are cosdy in terms of assembly time. 

The present invention provides a jewellery article comprising at least 
one gemstone mounted in a case, the case comprising first and second members, 
one of which acts as a lid for the other, the first and second members having 
interengaging means for securing one with respect to the other and the case further 
comprising means for locating the or each gemstone. Preferably, one of die first 
and second members is provided with a recess for receiving each gemstone. 
However, alternatively, the means for locating die gemstone may be a separate 
member housed in the case. For many gemstones, such as diamonds, it is 
desirable for any locating recesses to be conical in shape. 

It will be appreciated that the jewellery article according to the 
invention can be readily assembled. In die preferred embodiment of the invention, 
the or each gemstone is simply located in its provided recess, die first and second 
members are interengaged and the resulting encased gemstone(s) can be readily 
handled for any subsequent process. For example, the encased gemstone(s) might 
be provided with a decorative metal surround. 

Preferably, both of the first and second members are transparent. 
A suitable material would be plastic. Preferably, one of the first and second 



members has a peripheral flange which receives the other. The first and second 
members are preferably secured together as a "friction fir but they could equally 
well interengage as a snapfit. Preferably, the first and second members are 
substantially planar. In die assembled configuration, there may be a space 
between the first and second members. However, any such space would not be 
large enough to enable any mounted gemstone to be disclocated 

An embodiment of the invention will now be described by way of 
example only and with reference to the accompanying drawings in which: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the assembled case; 

Figure 2 is a partial cross section viewed along line A-A on Figure 

1; 

Figure 3 is a side elevation of the case lid member; 

Figure 4 is a side elevation of the other case member; 

Figure 5 is a front elevation of a suitable metal surround for the case 
illustrated in Figures 1 to 4; 

Figure 6 is a cross sectional view of Figure 5 along line B-B; and 

Figure 7 is a partial cross section taken along line C-C in Figure 5. 

All of the drawings are shown on an enlarged scale. 

Referring firstly to Figures 1 to 4, die case 10 comprises first and 
second members 1 1, 12, member 1 1 being referred to hereinafter as the lid 
member and member 12 being referred to hereinafter as die base member. The 
case 10 may take any overall shape depending on the aesthetic design of the 
jewellery items. In the illustrated example it has the shape of a circle with a sector 
removed The lid member 1 1 has a peripheral flange 13 which receives the base 
member 12 as a friction fit or interference fit. Base member 12 is provided with 
several conical recesses indicated by reference numeral 14 which are suitable for 
receiving diamonds or other precious stones. As Figure 2 shows, in the assembled 
condition, there is a space between the case members 1 1 and 12. Nevertheless, 
this spacing is chosen such that any gemstones mounted in recesses 14 cannot be 



dislodged. Thus, there is no need for the gemstones to be glued or otherwise 
adhered to the recesses 14. 

The inner major surfaces of members 1 1 and 12 which define the 
space 15 are substantially planar. 

The outer major surface of member 1 1 is likewise substantially 
planar but it has a peripheral shoulder region 20 defining the shape of a heart 2 1 
in the surface of lid member 1 1. As shown most clearly in Figures 2 and 3, the 
outer surface of the heart shape 2 1 may have a slight radius of curvature so as to 
magnify the mounted gemstones. 

Likewise, the outer major surface of base member 12 is substantially 
planar but has a peripheral shoulder region 25 which defines a heart shaped 
protrusion 26. 

The case illustrated in Figures 1 to 4 may be provided with a metal 
frame or surround 30 illustrated in Figures 5, 6 and 7. The surround is typically 
formed in two halves 3 1 and 32 which fit together as an interference fit. One half 
3 1 is illustrated in front elevation in Figure 5. 

Surround half 3 1 comprises a heart shaped frame having a heart 
shaped opening 33 dimensioned to surround the heart shaped protrusion 21 or 26 
of the case 10. The surround also includes a ring portion 35 since in this example 
the jewellery item is in pendant form. The precise shape of the surround is 
illustrated in Figure 6. As shown in Figure 7, the metal surround is so 
dimensioned that the major surfaces of the finished pendant are substantially flat. 
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CLAIMS 

1 . A jewelleiy article comprising at least one gemstone mounted in a 
case, die case comprising first and second members, one of which acts as a lid for 
the other, the first and second members having interengaging means for securing 
one with respect to die other and the case further comprising means for locating 
the or each gemstone. 

2. A jewellery article as claimed in claim 1 in which one of the first 
and second members is provided with a peripheral flange for receiving die other 
member. 

3. A jewellery article as claimed in claim 1 or 2 in which the first and 
second members are secured together by a friction fit. 

4. A jewellery article as claimed in claim 1, 2 or 3 in which one of the 
first and second members is provided with a recess for receiving each gemstone. 

5. A jewelleiy article as claimed in claim 4 in which die or each recess 
is substantially conical. 

6. A jewellery article as claimed in any preceding claim in which the 
members of die case define an enclosed space in die assembled condition. 

7. A jewellery article as claimed in any preceding claim in which both 
die first and second members are transparent. 

8. A jewellery article as claimed in any preceding claim in which the 
first and second members are substantially planar. 
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9. A jewellery article as claimed in any preceding claim in which at 
least one of the first and second members has a convex outer surface. 

10. A jewellery article as claimed in any preceding claim provided with 
a metal frame. 

11. A jewellery article as claimed in claim 10 in which one or bo A of 
the first and second members has a peripheral shoulder on its outer major surface 
so as to define a central region which protrudes through a hole in the frame. 

12. A jewellery article substantially as herein before described with 
reference to the accompany drawings. 



Amendments to the claims have been fled as folows 

- k- 

CLAJMS 

1. A jewellery article comprising at least one gemstone mounted in a 
case, the case comprising first and second transparent members, one of which acts as 
a lid for the other, the first and second members having integral interengaging means 
for securing one with respect to the other and the case further comprising means for 
locating the or each gemstone. 

2. A jewellery article as claimed in claim 1 in which one of the first and 
second members is provided with a peripheral flange for receiving the other member. 

3. A jewellery article as claimed in claim 1 or 2 in which the first and 
second members are secured together by a friction fit. 

4. A jewellery article as claimed in claim 1, 2 or 3 in which one of the 
first and second members is provided with a recess for receiving each gemstone. 

5. A jewellery article as claimed in claim 4 in which the or each recess 
is substantially conical. 

6. A jewellery article as claimed in any preceding claim in which the 
members of the case define an enclosed space in the assembled condition. 

7. A jewellery article as claimed in any preceding claim in which the 
first and second members are substantially planar. 

8. A jewellery article as claimed in any preceding claim in which at 
least one of the first and second members has a convex outer surface. 



9. A jewellery article as claimed in any preceding claim provided with 

a metal frame 



10. A jewellery article as claimed in claim 10 in which one or both of the 

first and second members has a peripheral shoulder on its outer major surface so as 
to define a central region which protrudes through a hole in the frame. 

11- A jewellery article substantially as herein before described with 

reference to the accompany drawings. 
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